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naturalists, Long's expedition resulted not only in an impressive extension of geographical knowledge about the Rocky Mountain area but in the discovery of sixty new or rare animals, several hundred insects, and many interesting new plants. In 1824 Long led another expedition'that quarried geological knowledge from the region bounded by the Mississippi, the Missouri, and the Canadian boundary.
Government support of intellectual interests was frequently urged with vigor and broad vision but without marked success. Among those who attacked the problem of government subsidy most courageously was John Quincy Adams, whose scholarly report on weights and measures was published in 1821 at the expense of the federal government. In his inaugural address he asked for public support of the arts and sciences, and especially for a government observatory and exploring expedition so that the United States, like other countries, might contribute to the advancement of knowledge and the improvement of the lot of mankind. But his plea fell on deaf ears. Other reverses retarded the program of government encouragement to culture. In 1825 fire damaged the Library of Congress, which had been reestablished in 1815 by the purchase of Jefferson's enviable collection of rare and important volumes. But a new beginning was made in what ultimately was to become a great national monument to learning. In the field of state enterprise the commonwealths began to follow the example of New York and New Hampshire, which in 1820 established state libraries.
In the arts the situation was much the same. The federal government was not utterly indifferent, but most artists were dependent on their own resources. Under public auspices the work of planning the national capitol, which had been so ably undertaken by Major PEnfant, a French officer in the American war for independence, was continued by Benjamin Latrobe, who took charge of the construction of the south wing of the building. English by birth and German by training, Latrobe was largely dependent on foreign artists for the decorative work. At length two American'artists, Rembrandt Peale and John Trumbull, were subsidized for their contributions to the beautification of the capitol. In general, however, artists, like men of letters, were self-dependent. Even the patronage of the well-to-do failed to relieve Samuel F. B. Morse, John Trumbull, and many of their fellow artists of grave financial worries.
Most of the few young men who succeeded without family support as